88                          THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  VICHY
The Vichy rtgime is thus one of irresponsibility.
And therefore it loses all authority and is exposed to the direst
catastrophes. When no responsible person can be arraigned,
and when the elected assemblies., which are the intermediaries
between the Government and the man in the street or in the fields,
have disappeared, popular wrath no longer finds any legal obstacle
against which it may lose its edge. The dispute as to responsibility
will be carried on direct between the Chief of the State, who is
responsible before history, aftd the man in the street or in the
fields.
2. IMPOTENCE
But there is something perhaps even more serious. By reason
of the very situation of France the Vichy Government is smitten
with congenital impotence.
It can of course multiply police measures and turn the detective
force into a new Gestapo, to try every means to come down
upon all who refuse to obey its decisions or bow to its caprices.
It can put the whole country under the sign of the informer and
take police 'narks' for its most valuable agents. It can turn the
Police School into a National School on the same plane as the
Polytechnic or the ficole Normale Superieure. It can restore
lettres de cachet under the name of 'administrative internment.' It
can multiply political courts, and when they do not appear sub-
servient enough it can arrogate to itself the right to pass judgment
on the so-called guilty persons.
All this does not give it the requisite means of action. It has
not enabled it either to bring out the stocks of agricultural produce,
or to prevent the rise in prices, or to put an end to want, or to
keep the name of ede Gaulle' from .appearing on every wall.
In the occupied zone the decisions of the alleged French Govern-
ment are annulled and countermanded by the real rulers, the
German military authorities.
And in both zones the Government is paralysed from the mere
fact that it does not sit in Paris. At Vichy it has neither the build-
ings, nor the equipment, nor the means of communication and
dispatch that are indispensable. France is not to be governed
from a watering-place that is no more than a little country town.
For the King of Bourges and the King of Navarre to become King
of France they had first of all to return to their capital. " France/'
said the Marshal, in his speech on August 12, 1941, "can only
really be governed from Paris. I cannot as yet go to Paris,
and I will not go until certain possibilities have been offered
to me."